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Dear Parents/Guardians and Community Members, 

I hope this message finds you and your families well, and that you are enjoying the summer months. Please continue to 

take care of yourself and remain safe and healthy. 

The message below is intended to bring some clarity to what the 2020-2021 opening of schools would look like. 

As you know, the State Department of Education released its 104-page guidance on June 26, The Road Back: Restart and 
Recovery Plan for Education. The guidance states that absent a shift in public health data, school buildings will open in 
some capacity for in-person instruction and operations in the fall. The guidance leaves flexibility for interpretation on 
how schools are required to operate when they open. 
Shortly after the DOE guidance was released, the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) delivered their 
guidance for reopening schools. This organization provides valuable perspectives that shape many educators’ practices. 
The AAP highlights the importance of having children attend school, and reminds us that the negative implications and 
consequences of not having students in school every day must be weighed against the current evidence about how 
COVID-19 affects school-aged children. 
 
In anticipation of receiving the guidance for the reopening of schools, our District formed a committee with a group of 
stakeholders that included; administrators, teachers, support staff, Board members and parents. This committee was 
designed to provide input/recommendations in the four critical areas of the plan: Conditions for Learning, Planning and 
Leadership, Policy and Funding, and Continuity for learning. I would like to take this opportunity to thank those who 
graciously volunteered to be part of the committee and give up time from the summer vacation to participate. These 
subcommittees will address reopening at each level –Primary/Elementary, middle and High School.  
 
The next steps of planning are critical, as the DOE has placed an aggressive timeline. The plan must be completed by 
early August. All plans will be subject to DOE approval and additional input, if needed, from the local Health 
Department. In developing the plan the most important and critical point is to adhere to the guidelines as presented in 
the Road Back document, therefore, health and safety will be the number one priority.  
 
Under the current guidance, the District is planning the following model: 
 
Plan A 
 

 The District will plan to adopt a hybrid-learning model. We will be scheduling students at half capacity (splitting 
students into two groups), using an A/B schedule. Group A will attend in-person school on Monday and Tuesday. 
Wednesday is a remote learning day for everyone. Group B will attend in-person learning on Thursday and 
Friday. Group A will be remote on Thursday and Friday and group B will be remote Monday and Tuesday. Please 
note that the majority of respondents in the parent survey sent a couple of weeks ago were in favor of this 
option. 



 
Important information of note regarding this plan: 
 

 Parents may opt to have their children remain on virtual instruction. 

 In-person instruction will require staff members and students to wear face coverings except when there is a 
documented medical condition. While the District will be able to provide masks, we strongly encourage you to 
bring your own so you can be comfortable. I understand that it is not ideal to educate students with face 
coverings, but the information around COVID-19 transmission and the DOE guidance tell us doing so will be 
critical to your health and safety.  

 Physical distancing will be maximized to the best of our ability. Our in-person approach is centered on 
maximizing distancing and mitigating risks in a fine balance. We are confident that we will be able to provide 
staff with opportunities for compliant, comfortable distancing. 

 We will develop a screening protocol for staff and students prior to gaining entrance to school. 

 Special Education programming will be based on the child’s IEP and will entail supplemental and extending 
programming. 

 School buildings will be thoroughly cleaned and sanitized each night. 

 Lunches will be provided in classrooms using a grab and go system. 

 To the best extent possible, we will schedule siblings on the same days 

 Student schedules will be sent home as soon as possible so you can start making arrangements. 
 
Plan B    (Should the State require Districts to close before the September start or at any time. The District will activate 
the remote learning plan) 
 

 Teachers will provide a single session virtual day all week. 

 All teachers will use google classrooms and Zoom. 
 
While the District understands that no plan is going to be ideal for every family and recognizes that there will be 
continued challenges for everyone, we remain committed to making this work as best as possible for all of our students. 
At this time, we ask that you please begin to create masks or face coverings that your child feels comfortable and build 
their face covering “endurance”. Additionally, please make sure you have a working thermometer in your home since 
the plan calls for a health screening form to be completed daily. 
 
I know that this information is a lot to consider and is subject to change. Our plan will address many other issues and 
additional considerations with respect to school daily routines, hygiene, curriculum and instruction, support, and much 
more. We will provide you with a detailed plan by early August but wanted to provide you with our in-person model.  
 
The District is requesting you to complete this survey, asking you on your intention to send your child back to school in 
September. Please take the time to complete it since the responses on the survey are critical to our plans. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our District.  
 
Stay safe, healthy and positive. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Pedro A. Garrido 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAWA4PjFruvwvLK7ANu1V9MZC0WBDCaE01BGR9oHLJJ6KKaw/viewform?usp=sf_link

